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FROM AMB CARTER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OCON, ECOSOC 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: UN SUB-COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OF DISCRIMIN- 
ATION AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES 

1. HAVING COMPLETED FIRST 5 ITEMS ON AGENDA, I WOULD LIKE 
TO DRAW DEPT'S ATTENTION TO USUSALLY HIGH CALIBER OF 
PROFESSIONALISM AND OBJECTIVITY OF SUB-COMMISSION EXPERTS, MOST 
OF WHOM APPEAR GENUINELY INDEPENDENT OF GOVERNMENTS. UNLIKE 
PAST YEARS, NEARLY ALL ELECTED EXPERTS ATTENDING SESSION, WITH 
ONLY FOUR ALTERNATES PARTICIPATING IN PLACE OF ELECTED MEMBERS. 
ONLY E.E. EXPERTS APPEAR INSTRUCTED AND SMIRNOV (USSR) HAS 
CONSIDERABLY REDUCED POLEMICS, COMPARED TO LAST YEAR'S SESSION. 

2. ALTHOUGH ITEM 3 AND 4 CONTROVERSIAL, MOST EXPERTS CONFINED 
THEMSELVES TO GENERAL STATEMENTS REFERRING TO PREVIOUS U.N. DE- 
CISIONS AND STUDIES AND RARELY CITING SPECIFIC COUNTRIES OTHER THAN 
COLONIAL REGIMES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND SOUTH AFRICA FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. SO FAR, REFERENCES TO ISRAEL HAVE BEEN IN 
CONTEXT HUMAN RIGHTS IN AND NEED FOR WITHDRAWAL FROM OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES AND HAVE BEEN RELATIVELY LOW KEY.BASSIN 
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